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Dear Parishioners 

Blessings and best wishes for a peaceful and soul-

enriching August. 

We dedicate each August to the Mother of God. We 

begin by keeping the Dormition Fast in her honor 

from August 1-14. The Fast climaxes with the 

celebration of her glorious Dormition on August 

15th, and we celebrate that for 8 days until the 23rd. 

I am so pleased to be able to share with you about the 

upcoming visit to our area of a very famous Icon of 

the Mother of God called, "The Black Madonna." It is 

part of a historic pilgrimage of the Icon in which it 

will visit many Orthodox and Roman Catholic 

Churches as part of a campaign to inspire a culture of 

life. Here is an excerpt from the host organization: 

Human Life International, the largest pro-life 

organization in the world.  

Excerpt on the Black Madonna Icon Pilgrimage 

"In the summer of 2012, a group of Catholic and 

Orthodox faithful began a global campaign in support 

of life and family under the patronage of Our Lady of 

Czestochowa (the “Black Madonna”). Starting in 

Vladivostok, Russia, the Ocean to Ocean Campaign 

in Defense of Life has received the support and 

blessings of numerous bishops in Europe, as well as 

Metropolitan Hilarion of the Russian Orthodox 

Church, and is expected to circle the globe and 

enkindle a sustainable movement to build a culture of 

life. 

The campaign is based on the pilgrimage of an icon 

of Our Lady of Czestochowa which has already 

traveled over 40 thousand miles, traversed 24 

countries, visited 75 cathedrals and 60 Orthodox 

churches in over 400 cities; and has been venerated 

by hundreds of thousands since the campaign began. 

Along the way, bishops and priests have celebrated 

liturgies and have given talks to inspire greater 

devotion to the Blessed Mother and to awaken the 

faithful to the urgency of recovering a true culture of 

life." 

For more information you may go to  

http://www.hli.org/hli_campaigns/ocean-ocean-

pilgrimage/ 

I am currently working out the details for a visit of 

the icon to St. Andrew Church, am getting the 

necessary blessings from His Eminence, Metropolitan 

Joseph, and the hosts of the icon itself. Stay tuned! 

With much love, 

Fr Josiah 

http://www.hli.org/hli_campaigns/ocean-ocean-pilgrimage/
http://www.hli.org/hli_campaigns/ocean-ocean-pilgrimage/
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What Love Means To Me….  
By Basil Trenham 

As St. Paul says to the Corinthians, “Love is patient 

and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears 

all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. Love never ends.” (1 Corinthians 

13.4-8). Now brothers and sisters, if there is one 

thing, one thing to see after this magnificent scripture 

passage, is that love does. Love acts. The Scripture 

teaches that there are four types of love: Friendship, 

Affection, Romance, and Unconditional love; with 

unconditional or agape love being the highest and 

most-elevated type of love. According to St. John of 

Damascus, Jesus never commands us to have 

affection for anyone, but to love everyone. Affection 

can add to that love, but the absence of affection 

shouldn’t hinder the existence of this agape love. Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Gospel of St. Luke, calls us 

to have unconditional love for both God and our 

neighbor when He says, “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your 

neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10.27). Before focusing 

on how we are to fulfill this calling, I would like to 

reflect a little on God’s love for us. We are told in I 

John that, “We love because He first loved us” (I 

John 4.19). Our incarnate Lord set the perfect 

example of how to “love your neighbor as yourself” 

through His care for others, and through his regard for 

men’s salvation as more important than His own life. 

In fact, Christ showed us the heights of all love when 

He died on the Cross for us, for as He said, “Greater 

love has no man than this, that a man lay down his 

life for his friends” (John 15.13). God is not calling 

us to a love that is unrealistic and unattainable, for 

He, Himself proved that it is possible.  

In order to understand how to “Love your neighbor as 

yourself,” we must determine how exactly we love 

ourselves. Often, when by God’s mercy, we come to 

realize our sins; we loathe and hate them, hating the 

fact that we ever did them and feeling shame when 

we remember them. Because we love ourselves, we 

easily forgive and forget our sins. This is exactly how 

we should love other people. Easily forgetting their 

sins and forgiving them. Once I heard from Fr. Irenei, 

our key note speaker, a beautiful example of 

unconditional love from the life of St. John of San 

Francisco, the 20th anniversary of whose glorification 

The following is the oration our own Basil Tren-

ham delivered at the 2014 Parish Life Conference 

which won him first place in the Junior Division. 

On Sunday, July 13, Basil delivered his 

winning oration to the St. Andrew parishioners 

following the Divine Liturgy. 
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was celebrated this week. St. John was known for 

giving himself completely to whomever he was 

speaking to, even little children. Some of the kids 

would get into arguments over who was the favorite 

of St. John. One child would say that St. John told 

him that he was his favorite, while another said that 

St. John told him the same thing. We might think St. 

John was just telling a fib to make the children happy, 

but in reality, when St. John would talk with a child, 

in fact that child at that very moment was the most 

important person in the world to him. He would look 

at that child with all of his attention as the image of 

God, and as tremendously precious. Thus, the 

children were each indeed at different times, his 

favorite. St. John beautifully demonstrated how we 

can love our neighbor (even the smallest of them) 

with unconditional love.                                                                              

Christ tells us to, “Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind”.  To summarize, this 

means to love God with your whole being, all 100% 

of you. If we are to love God with our whole heart, 

we should hope and work to have the character of 

King David who is the only person in all of scripture 

of whom it was said that he was “a man after God’s 

own heart” (1 Samuel 13.14).   

In order to love God with our whole soul we must 

strive to have a soul that is like Christ’s; clean and 

bearing the light of God. The soul is the place of 

mediation between the divine realm and the human 

realm, the place of contact between God and man, 

and thus to keep this place of meeting clean and clear 

is very important. To love God with all of our 

strength means to make all of our human energy 

cooperate with the Divine energy, and will of God, 

and not with the devil and darkness.  

Lastly, we are called to love God with our entire 

mind. According to St. Paul, to accomplish this, we 

must endeavor to attain “the mind of Christ” (1 

Corinthians 2.16). What this means practically, is to 

battle against evil thoughts, and to put on the 

“spectacles” of Christ, so that we may look at 

everything as through the lens of Christ’s love. So 

brothers and sisters, to end my oration, and to sum up 

all I have said to you, I would like to quote II 

Chronicles 16:9 “For the eyes of the Lord move to 

and fro throughout the earth, that he might strongly 

support those whose heart is completely His.”    

Summer is here.  It's time to relax with that 

edifying audio you've been wanting to en-

joy!  Please browse Patristic Nectar Publica-

tions for just the right selection. To order 

these or other audio CD’s, go to http://

patristicnectar.org/bookstore_140321_1.html 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?PatristicNectarPubli/6bd0142f1d/c9ebca3aa7/e19b9f92f7
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?PatristicNectarPubli/6bd0142f1d/c9ebca3aa7/37c3c34b41
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Welcome to the world….. 

ST. ANDREW COMMUNITY NEWS... 

Congratulations to the 2014 high school, college and beyond Graduates.  God grant you many years. 

Congratulations to Matthew and Rachel 

Royce on the birth of their third son, Ivan 

Alexander.  Ivan was born on  July 13, 

2014 weighing in at 8 lbs., 13 ozs.  In the 

picture to the far right, big brother 

Nathaniel peeking at his baby brother with 

curiosity.  The other picture both big 

brothers are being introduced to their little 

brother. 

Ivan’s godfather will be Chris Kassaseya.  

MEMORY ETERNAL... 

Our dear brother in the Lord, Mr. Bill (Basil) Nelson, fell asleep in 

Christ on Saturday, July 19, 2014 while being treated for a heart at-

tack at Loma Linda University Medical Center.  

We offer our condolences to Sharon Barry, Laura Stoyas, and the 

grandchildren.  

We will miss Bill tremendously....for a little while...until we meet 

again.  

Congratulations to Michael and Agape 

Silversmith on the birth of their third child, 

Felicity.  Felicity was born at home on  July 15, 

2014 weighing in at 7 lbs. and measuring 20” 

long.  In the picture to the far right, big sister 

Callia showing off her baby sister to the world. 

Big brother  Michael, not pictured, was also 

excited to meet his little sister.  Felicity’s 

godparents will be Victor and Mary 

Alexandrescu.  
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On Sunday, July 27. Tamela 

Yelland, formally retired 

from her longtime held 

position as Sunday school 

superintendent. 

Many thanks and God's 

blessings on  Thanasia Pla & 

Katie Phillips who stepped 

in to fill her shoes.  They ask 

for  your prayers as they 

attempt to fill those very 

capable shoes.  

Flowers and a token thank 

you from parish was 

presented to Tamela 

presented by Father Josiah.  

Congratulations and many years to the newlyweds Bashir and Jackie…. 

On Sunday, July 20, 2014, Bashir Saiid and Jacqueline 

Trendt were united in Holy Matrimony at St. Andrew 

Church in a beautiful ceremony attended by family and 

friends of both families, some coming thousands of miles,  

across seas and oceans from Lebanon.  Congratulations to 

the bride and groom and to the Saiid and Trendt families. 

Congratulations to the 2014 high school, college and beyond Graduates.  God grant you many years. 

Thank you and many years to our retiring Church School Superintendent…. 
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The Placing of the Venerable Robe of the Most Holy Theotokos at Blachernae 
From Holy Cross Monastery Facebook Page 

 The Placing of the Venerable Robe of the Most Holy The-

otokos at Blachernae: During the reign of the Byzantine Emper-

or Leo the Great (457-474), the brothers Galbius and Candidus, 

associates of the emperor, set out from Constantinople to Pales-

tine to venerate the holy places. In a small settlement near Naza-

reth they stayed in the home of a certain old Jewish woman. In 

her house they noticed a room where many lamps were lit, in-

cense burned, and sick people were gathered. When they asked 

her what the room contained, the pious woman did not want to 

give an answer for a long time. After persistent requests, she 

said that she had a very precious sacred item: the Robe of the 

Mother of God, which performed many miracles and healings. 

Before Her Dormition the Most Holy Virgin bequeathed one of 

her garments to a pious Jewish maiden, an ancestor of the old 

woman, instructing her to leave it to another virgin after her 

death. Thus, the Robe of the Mother of God was preserved in 

this family from generation to generation.  

 The jewelled chest, containing the sacred 

Robe, was transferred to Constantinople. St 

Gennadius, Patriarch of Constantinople 

(August 31), and the emperor Leo, having 

learned of the sacred treasure, were con-

vinced of the incorrupt state of the holy Robe, 

and they certified its authenticity. At Blacher-

nae, near the seacoast, a new church in honor 

of the Mother of God was constructed. On 

June 2, 458 St Gennadius transferred the sa-

cred Robe into the Blachernae church with 

appropriate solemnity, placing it within a new 

reliquary. 

 Afterwards, the maphorion (i.e., the outer 

robe) of the Mother of God, and part of Her 

belt were also put into the reliquary with Her 

Robe. This circumstance also influenced the 

Orthodox iconography of the Feast, in connecting the two 

events: the Placing of the Robe, and the Placing of the Belt of 

the Mother of God in Blachernae. The Russian pilgrim Stephen 

of Novgorod, visiting Constantinople in about the year 1350, 

testifies: “We arrived at Blachernae, where the Robe lies upon 

an altar in a sealed reliquary.” 

 More than once, during the invasion of enemies, the Most 

Holy Theotokos saved the city to which She had given Her holy 

Robe. Thus it happened during the time of a siege of Constanti-

nople by the Avars in 626, by the Persians in 677, and by the 

Arabs in the year 717. Especially relevant for us are events of 

the year 860, intimately connected with the history of the Rus-

sian Church. 

 On June 18, 860 the Russian fleet of Prince Askold, a force 

comprising more than 200 ships, laid waste the coastal regions 

of the Black Sea and the Bosphorus, then entered into the Gold-

en Horn and threatened Constantinople. The Russian ships 

sailed within sight of the city, setting ashore troops who 

“proceeded before the city, stretching forth their swords.” The 

emperor Michael III (842-867), interrupted his campaign against 

the Arabs and returned to the capital. All night he prayed pros-

trated upon the stone tiles of the church of the Mother of God at 

Blachernae. The holy Patriarch Photius spoke to his flock, call-

ing for tears of repentance to wash away sins, and to seek the 

intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos with fervent prayer. 

 The danger grew with each passing hour. “The city was 

barely able to stand against a spear,” says Patriarch Photius in 

another of his homilies. Under these conditions the decision was 

made to save the church’s sacred objects, especially the holy 

Robe of the Mother of God, which was kept in the Blachernae 

church, not far from the shore. 

 After serving an all-night Vigil, and taking it out from the 

Blachernae church, they carried the sacred Robe of the Mother 

of God in a procession around the city walls. They dipped its 

edge into the waters of the Bosphorus, and then they transported 

it to the center of Constantinople into the church of Hagia So-

phia. The Mother of God protected the city and quelled the fury 

of the Russian warriors. An honorable truce 

was concluded, and Askold lifted the siege of 

Constantinople. 

 On June 25 the Russian army began to 

leave, taking with them a large tribute pay-

ment. A week afterwards, on July 2, the won-

derworking Robe of the Mother of God was 

solemnly returned to its place in the reliquary 

of the Blachernae church. In remembrance of 

these events an annual feastday of the Placing 

of the Robe of the Mother of God was estab-

lished on July 2 by holy Patriarch Photius. 

 Soon, in October-November of the year 

860, a Russian delegation arrived in Constanti-

nople to conclude a treaty “in love and peace.” 

Some of the conditions of the peace treaty 

included articles concerning the Baptism of 

Kievan Rus, the payment of an annual tribute 

by the Byzantines to the Russians, permission for them to serve 

with the Byzantine army, an agreement to trade in the territory 

of the Empire (primarily in Constantinople), and to send a diplo-

matic mission to Byzantium. 

 Most important was the point about the Baptism of Rus. The 

continuator of the Byzantine “Theophanes Chronicles” relates 

that “their delegation arrived in Constantinople with a request 

for them to receive holy Baptism, which also was fulfilled.” An 

Orthodox mission was sent to Kiev to fulfill this mutual wish of 

the Russians and the Greeks. Not very long before this (in 855) 

St Cyril the Philosopher (February 14 and May 11) had created a 

Slavonic alphabet and translated the Gospel. St Cyril was sent 

with his brother, St Methodius (April 6 and May 11), on a mis-

sion to Kiev with books translated into Slavonic. This was at the 

initiative of St Photius, whose student St Cyril was. The brothers 

spent the winter of 860/861 at Cherson, and in the spring of 861 

they were at the River Dniepr, with Prince Askold. 

 Prince Askold was faced with a difficult choice, just as holy 

Prince Vladimir faced: both the Jews on the one hand, and the 

Moslems on the other, wanted him to accept their faith. But un-

der the influence of St Cyril, the prince chose Orthodoxy. At the 
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end of the year 861, Sts Cyril and Methodius returned to Con-

stantinople and carried letters with them from Prince Askold to 

Emperor Michael III. Askold thanked the emperor for sending 

him “such men, who showed by both word and by example, that 

the Christian Faith is holy.” “Persuaded that this is the true 

Faith,” Askold further wrote, “we bid them to baptize in the 

hope that we may also attain sanctity. We are all friends of the 

Kingdom and prepared to be of service to you, as requested.” 

 Askold accepted holy Baptism with the name Nicholas, and 

many of his retinue were also baptized. Directly from Constan-

tinople, the capital of Orthodoxy, through the efforts of the holy 

Apostles to the Slavs both the Slavonic divine services and the 

Slavonic written language arrived in Rus. 

 St Photius appointed Metropolitan Michael to Kiev, and the 

Russian metropolitan district was entered into the lists of dio-

ceses of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Patriarch Photius in 

an encyclical of the year 867 called the Baptism of the Bulgari-

ans and the Russians as among the chief accomplishments of his 

archpastoral service. “The Russians, who lifted their hand 

against the Roman might,” he wrote, almost quoting literally 

from the missive of Askold, “have now replaced the impious 

teaching which they held to formerly, with the pure and genuine 

Christian Faith, and with love having established themselves in 

the array of our friends and subjects.” (The Byzantines counted 

as “subjects” all accepting Baptism from Constantinople and 

entering into military alliance with the Empire.) “The desire and 

zeal of faith has flared up within them to such an extent, that 

they have accepted bishops and pastors, and they embrace 

Christian sanctity with great zeal and fervor.” 

 The Feast of the Placing of the Robe of the Most Holy The-

otokos in Blachernae also marks the canonical establishment of 

the Russian Orthodox metropolitanate in Kiev. By the blessing 

of the Mother of God and by the miracle from Her holy Robe 

not only was the deliverence of Constantinople from the most 

terrible siege in all its history accomplished, but also the libera-

tion of the Russians from the darkness of pagan superstition to 

life eternal. Together with this, the year 860 brought recognition 

to Kievan Rus from Byzantium, and signified the emergence of 

the young Russian realm into the arena of history. 

 The attempt of Prince Askold to renew the Christian evan-

gelization begun by the holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called, 

which he intended as a religious and state reform, ended unsuc-

cessfully. The time for the spread of Christianity in the Russian 

Land had not yet come. The adherents of the old paganism were 

too strong, and the princely power was too weak. In the clash of 

Askold with the pagan Oleg in 882 the Kievans betrayed their 

prince. Askold, lured into the camp of his enemies for talks, 

received a martyr’s death at the hand of hired killers. 

 But the deed of Blessed Askold (the Ioakimov Chronicle 

calls him such) was not extinguished in the Russian Church. 

Oleg the Sage, who killed Askold, occupied the Kiev princedom 

after him, and called Kiev the “Mother of Russian Cities.” 

 The most ancient chronicles of Kiev preserved the grateful 

memory of the first Kievan Christian prince: the church of the 

Prophet of God Elias, built by Askold and later mentioned in 

Igor’s Treaty with the Greeks (in 944), is on the site where the 

present church of this name now stands, and there is also the 

church of St Nicholas the Wonderworker, built in the 950s by St 

Olga over Askold’s grave. 

 The most important achievement of Askold, entering forev-

er into the Church inheritance not only of Rus, but of also all 

Orthodox Slavs, is the Slavonic Gospel and Slavonic services, 

translated by Sts Cyril and Methodius. Their apostolic activity 

among the Slavs began in Kiev at the court of Askold in 861, 

and continued afterwards in Moravia and Bulgaria. Following 

Blessed Askold, in the words of the ancient Alphabetic Prayers, 

“the Slavonic tribe now soars in flight, all striving toward Bap-

tism.” 

 Several outstanding works of Byzantine Church hymnology 

and homiletics are connected with the miracle of the Robe of 

the Most Holy Theotokos at Blachernae. There are two homilies 

of St Photius, one of which he preached within days of the siege 

of Constantinople, and the other soon after the departure of the 

Russian forces. Also associated with the campaign of Askold 

against Constantinople is the composition of a remarkable 

“Akathist to the Most Holy Theotokos,” which certain Church 

histories ascribe also to holy Patriarch Photius. This Akathist 

forms an integral part of the services of Praise to the Most Holy 

Theotokos (i.e., the “Saturday of the Akathist,” Fifth Saturday 

of Great Lent). 

 It is not only Byzantine sources that relate the events of the 

year 860, but also Russian historical chronicles. St Nestor the 

Chronicler, stressing the significance of the Russian campaign 

against Constantinople, notes that from this time “it was begun 

to be called the Russian Land.” Certain of the chronicles, 

among them the Ioakimov and Nikonov, preserved accounts of 

the Baptism of Prince Askold and Kievan Rus after the cam-

paign against Constantinople. The popular commemoration of 

this event is firmly associated with the names of the Kievan 

princes Askold and Dir, although in the opinion of historians, 

Dir was prince of Kiev somewhat earlier than Askold. 

 The veneration of the feast of the Placing of the Robe was 

long known in the Russian Church. St Andrew Bogoliubsky 

(July 4) built a church in honor of this feastday in the city of 

Vladimir at the Golden Gates. At the end of the fourteenth cen-

tury, part of the Robe of the Mother of God was transferred 

from Constantinople to Rus by St Dionysius, Archbishop of 

Suzdal (June 26). 

 The holy Robe of the Mother of God, which previously 

saved Constantinople, later saved Moscow from hostilities. Ta-

tars of the Horde of the princeling Mazovshi approached the 

walls of Moscow in the summer of 1451. St Jonah, Metropoli-

tan of Moscow, with constant prayer and church services, en-

couraged the defenders of the capital. On the night of July 2, the 

Chronicle relates, great confusion occurred within the Tatar 

camp. The enemy abandoned their plundered goods and speedi-

ly departed in disarray. In memory of the miraculous deliver-

ance of Moscow, St Jonah built the church of the Placing of the 

Robe in the Kremlin, making it his primary church. It burned, 

but in its place in the years 1484-1486 a new church, also dedi-

cated to the Feast of the Placing of the Robe of the Mother of 

God, was built thirty years later. This temple, standing at pre-

sent, continued to serve as the primary church of Russian metro-

politans and patriarchs until the cathedral of the Twelve Apos-

tles was built under Patriarch Nikon. 
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