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Dear and Pious Parishioners 

The Lord's blessing be with you all as we continue through these holy days of the Nativity Fast.  

These 40 days are the days of our journey to greet the child who is God from all eternity.  

No one simply happens upon the Incarnation. No one simply affirms it. God become man is a mystery past 

comprehension. It is something we confess by revelation, but hold with the greatest sense of awe. We gaze 

upon the cave in Bethlehem. We stand in wonder with the Shepherds. We sing in astonishment with the 

angelic host - Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, good will among men.  

No. Nothing quick about the Incarnation. God prepared His people for it for thousands of years. The prophets 

foretold the mystery. The people of God yearned for the mystery. And when it came to pass the wise men, the 

magi kings from Persia, were granted to be the first from among the nations to worship the newborn King of 

Kings. 

These magi were our forerunners. They were our heralds and forefathers. We follow in their footsteps, and 

for them the Incarnation of the Son of God was worth a harrowing and lengthy pilgrimage. They left their 

important duties and functions and went in search of the King. They put worship first above all.  

This is how we also must approach the celebration of our Savior's Nativity. We must journey towards it with 

preparation which is what the 40 day Advent Fast is all about. We slow down. We eat less. We quiet 

ourselves. We meditate upon the birth of Christ from many angles and on many occasions leading up 

to Christmas- guided by the church services and our own reading of Scripture.  

In three weeks we will prostrate ourselves before Him with the angels, shepherds and kings- indeed with the 

entire creation - and we will join those who confess that the newborn child is God from all eternity: Jesus 

Christ the Lord.  

God grant you a peaceful journey. 

Fr Josiah  

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

Χριστός γεννάται! Δοξάσατε! 

 المسيح ولد ، فمجدوه !

 V. Rev. Josiah Trenham, Pastor 
Church Phone (951) 369-0309 ● Fax (951)  369-6609 

For information and schedule of services, go to www.Saintandrew.net 

To submit articles contact Lucy Hanna, editor, at lucy.hanna@sbcglobal.net  
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Greetings and Blessings to the Members of the Antiochian Women, The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, The 

Fellowship of St. John the Divine, Teen SOYO, and all of the beloved faithful of this archdiocese. 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight the paths of our 

God” (Isaiah 40:3). 

The Merriam-Webster online dictionary offers the following as one of the definitions for the word “prepare”: “to 

make yourself ready for something that you will be doing or something that you expect to happen.” 

How appropriate it is to focus on the word “prepare” as it relates to the goal of the Advent Season. We are called 

to prepare ourselves to meet Jesus Christ Himself, the Incarnate God. We are called to remove ourselves from the 

distractions and unhealthy lifestyles which characterize our material existence. We are called, during a season 

when our culture calls for indulgence in material things, to reject this indulgence, and focus on our spiritual health. 

The quote given above from the Book of Isaiah is of course the prophecy of the ministry of John The Forerunner, 

who came to prepare the way for the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ. On another level, it is a call to each of us 

to prepare ourselves for the “way of the Lord”. What is this “way of the Lord”? 

The quote above gives us a strong clue in the text “make straight the paths of our God." The implication is that we 

have caused our path to become “crooked,” and not straight. Something that is “crooked” can be said to 

be dishonest, or tainted, and this is exactly what we wish to avoid in our lives. The Advent Season is a time for 

taking that which has been tainted, and reaching out to the Lord to make it straight and pure. 

The entire message of the bible is a message of the call by God to His children to be reconciled to Him, and to be 

united to Him in love. This effort passes through the judges, kings and prophets of the Old Testament where God, 

through these holy people reaches out to His children. The ultimate outreach from God to His people is the 

Incarnation of God as man, embodied in the nativity of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ in the Flesh. 

God chooses to come into this world in partnership with His creation. He chooses to come as a humble babe in the 

cave, born to the Theotokos, so that humankind could share as intimately as possible in His coming. The question 

for us is this: Will there be room in the “inn of our hearts” for Him to lay His head, or will the “inn of our hearts” 

be filled with carnal things and clogged with passions so that there is no room for the Lord? 

It is clear then, that there is only one appropriate response for us to the incarnation of God in the flesh, and that is a 

response of a loving child who returns their loving Father. A response which offers up to God the only thing that 

we can offer, and the only thing that He asks of us. That is the offering of ourselves, which requires a change in 

heart, a radical departure from all of the things of this world which separate us from God. A departure from all of 

the things which prevent us from fulfilling our ultimate destiny, that is to strive to “be perfect just as your Father in 

Heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) 

Therefore my beloved in Christ, I ask you to join me in this Advent journey which will culminate in the Nativity 

of Christ. I ask you to join me in resisting the ways of our secular culture and to utilize this season to cleanse, 

renew and restore our souls and our hearts. I ask you to join me in waiting patiently for the time of this season 

when we will indeed leap for joy at the coming of the Lord. I ask you to simply open your hearts to God so that He 

may fill them with the peace, love, and joy that can never be taken away, and that we may worthily exclaim 

“Christ is Born! Glorify Him!” 

 

His Eminence,  

Metropolitan JOSEPH's  

2014 Advent Message 
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As many of us on the West Coast were not able to travel to New York to attend the Enthronement 

of His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH on December 6, a special Gala celebration is planned by 

St. Nicholas Cathedral in Los Angeles to give us an opportunity to participate in this very special 

event in the life of our Archdiocese.  The following announcement from the Cathedral outlines the details: 

By the grace of the Holy Spirit, the Official West Coast Celebration of the Enthronement of His Eminence 

Metropolitan JOSEPH will take place on Saturday, January 31, 2015 at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in Los 

Angeles. All proceeds will benefit Camp St. Nicholas and Youth Education Programs. Do not miss this historic 

celebration in the life of our Diocese - this is the only celebration taking place on the West Coast. We are 

praying for enthusiastic participation by all churches in the Diocese to honor our beloved Metropolitan 

JOSEPH. The day will start with a youth brunch, followed by a reception for clergy and wives, then vespers, 

and the Gala Reception and Banquet featuring special musical offerings. A Hierarchal Divine Liturgy will be 

held the next day at St. Nicholas Cathedral. There will be a very special Commemorative Program Book that 

will include memorable images from the actual enthronement. For tickets, program book and hotel info, please 

visit: www.antiochianladiocese.org 

 
“BEHOLD WHAT MANNER OF LOVE THE FATHER HAS BESTOWED ON US”  

1 JOHN 3:1 

 

By the grace of God, we invite you to prayerfully participate in the 

Diocese of Los Angeles and the West Enthronement Gala Celebration of 

 

HIS EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN JOSEPH 

ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK AND 

METROPOLITAN OF ALL NORTH AMERICA 

 

Saturday, January 31, 2015 

Sheraton Universal Hotel – Universal City, California 

Benefitting St. Nicholas Camp and Youth Education Programs 

 

3:30 PM Clergy and Clergy Wives Reception 

5:00 PM Vesper Service 

6:00 PM Cocktail Reception 

7:30 PM Dinner and Program 

 

Please note there will be a 

Youth and Young Adult Brunch with Metropolitan JOSEPH on Saturday 11:00 AM  

and Hierarchical Divine Liturgy beginning with Orthros on Sunday 9:15 AM 

Both of these events will take place at St. Nicholas Cathedral 

2300 West 3rd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90057 

 

Tickets are $185.00 per person and $100 for a Young Adult Ticket 18-30  

which includes the Young Adult Brunch Saturday morning. 

To order tickets online visit: www.antiochianladiocese.org 

His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH’s 

West Coast Enthronement Gala 

Saturday, January 31, 2015 
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This year we were blessed to have as our special guest for our Patronal Feast 

celebration, a son and former parishioner of the parish, Hieromonk Innocent, 

Superior of the Monastery of St. John of San Francisco.  Fr. Innocent served the 

Divine Liturgy on Saturday morning, November 29 and concelebrated the Great Vespers that evening and also 

concelebrated the Divine Liturgy with Fr. Josiah and several guest clergy on Sunday morning, November 30, the Feast 

day of St. Andrew, including another son of the parish, Hierodeacon Benedict.  Fr. Innocent was our Keynote speaker 

at the Banquet on Saturday evening.  

 2014 Patronal Feast Celebration 

Special thanks to the choir whose angelic voices set the 

ambiance for the whole evening.  Singing with the 

choir was another son of the parish who here on a visit, 

Jacob Affolter. Also, thank you to all those who 

cooked, served, decorated and all the attendees without 

whom this annual celebration/fundraiser would not 

have been the success it was. 
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For the over 25 years the Benedict Castle in 

Riverside has been the home to the Teen 

Challenge drug and alcohol recovery program.  

The Benedict Castle, located at 5445 Chicago 

Avenue, was constructed from 1922 to 1931 and 

was the home of Charles Benedict and his wife.  

Later it was sold to the Servite Order of Catholic 

priests until 1971 when Teen Challenge 

purchased the property.  Today, it houses over 

100 men who are turning their lives over to Christ 

and getting off drugs. 

Elizabeth Beck, our parish teen choir director, has 

been organizing a caroling group since 1998 for the lighting of the castle which takes place on the last Sunday in 

November.   Over 10,000 guests attend this special event.   

ST. ANDREW COMMUNITY NEWS... 

 
Congratulations to John (Trevor) and Sarah Scines on the birth of their 

son, John-Malachi Stephen Scines (that’s a mouthful for a little guy).  

Baby John was born on October 14, 2014 weighing in at 7.7 lbs. and 

measuring 21inches.  Many years to baby John and his parents  

Welcome to the world…. 

St. Andrew Teen Choir Sings at the Benedict Castle in Riverside 

For the past five years, under the 

direction of Elizabeth, members 

of the Teen Choir of St. Andrew 

and some of their family members 

have participated in the caroling 

as an outreach to our community. 



Saint Nicholas, the 

Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia is famed 

as a great saint pleasing unto God. He was born in the 

city of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast 

of the Asia Minor peninsula), and was the only son of 

pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who had vowed 

to dedicate him to God. 

As the fruit of the prayer of his childless parents, the 

infant Nicholas from the very day of his birth revealed 

to people the light of his future glory as a 

wonderworker. His mother, Nonna, after giving birth 

was immediately healed from illness. The newborn 

infant, while still in the baptismal font, stood on his feet 

three hours, without support from anyone, thereby 

honoring the Most Holy Trinity. St Nicholas from his 

infancy began a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and 

Fridays he would not accept milk from his mother until 

after his parents had finished their evening prayers. 

From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of 

Divine Scripture; by day he would not leave church, and 

by night he prayed and read books, making himself a 

worthy dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Bishop 

Nicholas of Patara rejoiced at the spiritual success and 

deep piety of his nephew. He ordained him a reader, and 

then elevated Nicholas to the priesthood, making him 

his assistant and entrusting him to instruct the flock. 

There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara, 

whom St Nicholas saved from great sin. The man had 

three grown daughters, and in desperation he planned to 

sell their bodies so they would have money for food. 

The saint, learning of the man’s poverty and of his 

wicked intention, secretly visited him one night and 

threw a sack of gold through the window. With the 

money the man arranged an honorable marriage for his 

daughter. St Nicholas also provided gold for the other 

daughters, thereby saving the family from falling into 

spiritual destruction. In bestowing charity, St Nicholas 

always strove to do this secretly and to conceal his good 

deeds. The Bishop of Patara decided to go on 

pilgrimage to the holy places at Jerusalem, and entrusted 

the guidance of his flock to St Nicholas, who fulfilled 

this obedience carefully and with love. When the bishop 

returned, Nicholas asked his blessing for a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land. Along the way the saint predicted a 

storm would arise and threaten the ship. St Nicholas saw 

the devil get on the ship, intending to sink it and kill all 

the passengers. At the entreaty of the despairing 

pilgrims, he calmed the waves of the sea by his prayers. 

Through his prayer a certain sailor of the ship, who had 

fallen from the mast and was mortally injured was also 

restored to health. 

When he reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and came 

to Golgotha, St Nicholas gave thanks to the Savior. He 

went to all the holy places, worshiping at each one. One 

night on Mount Sion, the closed doors of the church 

opened by themselves for the great pilgrim. Going 

round the holy places connected with the earthly service 

of the Son of God, St Nicholas decided to withdraw into 

the desert, but he was stopped by a divine voice urging 

him to return to his native country. He returned to Lycia 

and entered into the brotherhood of a monastery named 

Holy Sion, which had been founded by his uncle. But 

the Lord again indicated another path for him, 

“Nicholas, this is not the vineyard where you shall bear 

fruit for Me. Return to the world, and glorify My Name 

there.” So he left Patara and went to Myra in Lycia. 

Upon the death of Archbishop John, Nicholas was 

chosen as Bishop of Myra after one of the bishops of the 

Council said that a new archbishop should be revealed 

by God, not chosen by men. One of the elder bishops 

had a vision of a radiant Man, Who told him that the one 

who came to the church that night and was first to enter 

should be made archbishop. He would be named 

Nicholas. The bishop went to the church at night to 

await Nicholas. The saint, always the first to arrive at 

church, was stopped by the bishop. “What is your name, 

child?” he asked. God’s chosen one replied, “My name 

is Nicholas, Master, and I am your servant.” 

After his consecration as archbishop, St Nicholas 

remained a great ascetic, appearing to his flock as an 

image of gentleness, kindness and love for people. This 

was particularly precious for the Lycian Church during 

the persecution of Christians under the emperor 

Diocletian (284-305). Bishop Nicholas, locked up in 

prison together with other Christians for refusing to 
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St  Nicholas  the  Wonderworker  
and Archbishop of Myra in Lycia (Dec. 6) 
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worship idols, sustained them and exhorted them to 

endure the fetters, punishment and torture. The Lord 

preserved him unharmed. Upon the accession of St 

Constantine (May 21) as emperor, St Nicholas was 

restored to his flock, which joyfully received their guide 

and intercessor. 

Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, 

St Nicholas was a zealous and ardent warrior of the 

Church. Fighting evil spirits, the saint made the rounds 

of the pagan temples and shrines in the city of Myra and 

its surroundings, shattering the idols and turning the 

temples to dust. 

In the year 325 St Nicholas was a participant in the First 

Ecumenical Council. This Council proclaimed the 

Nicean Symbol of Faith, and he stood up against the 

heretic Arius. 

St Nicholas, fired with zeal for the Lord, assailed the 

heretic Arius with his words, and also struck him upon 

the face. For this reason, he was deprived of the 

emblems of his episcopal rank and placed under guard. 

But several of the holy Fathers had the same vision, 

seeing the Lord Himself and the Mother of God 

returning to him the Gospel and omophorion. The 

Fathers of the Council agreed that the audacity of the 

saint was pleasing to God, and restored him to the office 

of bishop.  Having returned to his own diocese, the saint 

brought it peace and blessings, sowing the word of 

Truth, uprooting heresy, nourishing his flock with sound 

doctrine, and also providing food for their bodies. 

Even during his life the saint worked many miracles. 

One of the greatest was the deliverance from death of 

three men unjustly condemned by the Governor, who 

had been bribed. The saint boldly went up to the 

executioner and took his sword, already suspended over 

the heads of the condemned. The Governor, denounced 

by St Nicholas for his wrong doing, repented and 

begged for forgiveness. 

Witnessing this remarkable event were three military 

officers, who were sent to Phrygia by the emperor 

Constantine to put down a rebellion. They did not 

suspect that soon they would also be compelled to seek 

the intercession of St Nicholas. Evil men slandered them 

before the emperor, and the officers were sentenced to 

death. Appearing to St Constantine in a dream, St 

Nicholas called on him to overturn the unjust sentence 

of the military officers. 

Through the prayers of the saint, the city of Myra was 

rescued from a terrible famine. He appeared to a certain 

Italian merchant and left him three gold pieces as a 

pledge of payment. He requested him to sail to Myra 

and deliver grain there. More than once, the saint saved 

those drowning in the sea, and provided release from 

captivity and imprisonment. 

Having reached old age, St Nicholas peacefully fell 

asleep in the Lord. His venerable relics were preserved 

incorrupt in the local cathedral church and flowed with 

curative myrrh, from which many received healing. In 

the year 1087, his relics were transferred to the Italian 

city of Bari, where they rest even now.  

The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and 

wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant 

for all hastening to him, is famed in every corner of the 

earth, in many lands and among many peoples. In 

Russia there are a multitude of cathedrals, monasteries 

and churches consecrated in his name. There is, perhaps, 

not a single city without a church dedicated to him. 

Many of the churches devoted to the saint were those 

established at market squares by Russian merchants, sea

-farers and those who traveled by land, venerating the 

wonderworker Nicholas as a protector of all those 

journeying on dry land and sea. They sometimes 

received the name among the people of “Nicholas 

soaked.” 

Many village churches in Russia were dedicated to the 

wonderworker Nicholas, venerated by peasants as a 

merciful intercessor before the Lord for all the people in 

their work. And in the Russian land St Nicholas did not 

cease his intercession. Ancient Kiev preserves the 

memory about the miraculous rescue of a drowning 

infant by the saint. The great wonderworker, hearing the 

grief-filled prayers of the parents for the loss of their 

only child, took the infant from the waters, revived him 

and placed him in the choir-loft of the church of Holy 

Wisdom (Hagia Sophia) before his wonderworking icon. 

In the morning the infant was found safe by his  parents, 

praising St Nicholas the Wonderworker. 

Many wonderworking icons of St Nicholas appeared in 

Russia and came also from other lands. St Nicholas is 

the patron of travelers, and we pray to him for 

deliverance from floods, poverty, or any misfortunes. 

He has promised to help those who remember his 

parents, Theophanes and Nonna. 

St Nicholas is also commemorated on May 9 (The 

transfer of his relics) and on July 29 (his nativity). 
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