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A NEW PARISH FOCUS: EXPANDED MINISTRY 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Andrew 

The Lord bless all our St. Andrew families as we begin the New Year.  May 2012 be crowned with peace 

for us all. 

Now that we are five weeks into church life in our newly consecrated church temple we are beginning to 

breathe again and recoup our energies.  

For the last nineteen years the vast majority of our attention has been focused upon the establishment of the 

church, and laying a foundation upon which Holy Orthodoxy can be built solidly for the future in Riverside 

and its environs.  

With this magnificent accomplishment in our church life, we enter a whole new chapter in parish life. Focus 

upon the church temple will remain to some degree as we successively adorn the church over the coming 

years, and pay off the mortgage. And, of course, even when the temple is completely adorned and we have 

no mortgage, the worship of God in His holy temple will remain the very center of our Christian lives.  

However, beginning now, January of 2012, our focus turns to the building up of the Body of Christ, to the 

establishment of greater ministry and service. The coming years will be, with God's help, years in which our 

current ministries greatly expand their reach, and entirely new ministries will be brought into existence.  

2012 will be a year of reflection, of brainstorming, of thoughtful evaluation on how best to move forward, 

how best to serve the Lord?  May the Lord God inspire us as we consider new ways to interact with and 

evangelize our local community, as we discover new ways to serve the less fortunate, and as we invest more 

significantly in the uniquely Orthodox education of our children.    

I am very interested in your thoughts and your holy labors. Please join me and our parish leadership in 

seeking the Lord's direction. 

May the Lord inspire us. 

Fr Josiah  

Annual Parish Meeting of the Voting Membership 

Sunday, January 15th in the Fellowship Hall 

The annual meeting will involve, as usual, the election/appointment of 3 new parish council members and 

the approval of the 2012 parish budget. Ministry reports are being collated and will be digitally 

distributed to the parish membership before the meeting.  Please take the time to review the reports and 

come prepared so that the meeting would not exceed  30 minutes.   

Remember that in order to be eligible to vote at the meeting, you must be current on your 2011 pledge 

and have submitted a pledge card for 2012.  For your convenience, a pledge card is emailed to you with 

this newsletter.  Please fill it out and either email it back to our treasurer Gordon Trendt at  

gtrendt@hotmail.com, mail it to the church address, or bring it with you on Sunday and hand it to Gordon 

before the meeting.  You will find the church address on the top right of the first page of this Newsletter. 



        Page 3 Volume 21 Issue 1 

St. Andrew Orthodox Bible Reading Plan  Part 4 
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